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m Is there anything (or any-
one) to back up this claim?

If there’s one thing scientists agree on it’s the need
for reproducibility. For one person’s research to

be believable, others must be able to produce the
same result. Has anyone confirmed the research?
The newer and stranger the result, the greater the
burden of proof.
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Except it's really a
mixture of bones

from a cow and

a mountain goat.

Can You Believe It?

ﬁOC_Q n——mqm _Om QSOH_‘-Q—_ N Questions to Ask about Any Scientific Claim

N Who cares?
explanation?

Science happens in a social context, and that
context determines whether research happens at
all, whether and how the results are made public,
and most importantly, the “spin”those results get
in the media. Never take headlines or sound bites at
face value. There’s almost always more to the story.

We're all constantly confronted with scientific facts and
factoids. Claims about household products, technology,
medicine, and even politics often come steeped in the
presumed authority of scientific research. How can we
non-experts decide what to believe? These 7 questions
will help you separate science fact from science fiction.

Sometimes, it’s not the research methods or the
data that’s flawed, but the interpretation of the
data. It's human nature to see what we're looking
for—whether it's there or not—and to not see
what we're not looking for.

Encounters
t un_w_...omn_.mn_un rious t Meteor 1s .ﬁ%ﬁ“ﬂoﬂﬂm Per Day
Extr ste A Gian
Blamed Whest Field ﬂ:m..“_m:n Towards Earth!

Actually, we made that
up. But how could you
have known?

Or maybe it was
a guy with a plank
and some rope.

Details at 11..

www.exploratorium.edu/evidence
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Can You Believe It?

http:// www.exploratorium.edu/evidence/
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Make your own mini-booklet:
1. Cut off the unprinted outside edges 2. Unfold the page, fold it in half widthwise
of the page and then fold it along the (as shown), and then cut along the solid
dotted lines. line ONLY.
3. Unfold the page again and fold it in half lengthwise
(as shown).
4. Pop out the diamond-shaped center and arrange
the pages so the cover is in front.
5. Press along the seams
to flatten your booklet.
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www.exploratorium.edu expl ratorium@

the museum of science,
art and human perception




