EXPLORAZONE OPENS WITH NEW EXHIBITS JUNE 16
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Fort Worth Museum of Science and History Offers More Hands-on Exploration in Third ExploraZone®

FORT WORTH (TX) – Where can you create a miniature wind-swept desert landscape, balance a beach ball in mid-air or effortlessly roll square wheels? The answer lies in the newest installment of ExploraZone®, opening June 16, 2001, at the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History.

The innovative exhibit, designed to make science, math and technology engaging, exciting and fun, will feature 30 all new hands-on displays from San Francisco’s Exploratorium. This newest set of ExploraZone exhibits, the third round in a three-year partnership between the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History and the Exploratorium, focuses on wind, weather, turbulence, math, motion and illusion.

In Aeolian Landscape, a miniature wind-swept desert scene mimics the process of wind picking up and depositing small particles using an electric fan and finely ground sand. You can change the direction of the fan and notice how the shape of the miniature dunes influences the pattern of the wind, which in turn influences the shape of the dunes. Balancing Ball also illustrates the dynamics of wind. A plastic beach ball floats mysteriously above a large plastic cone. Upon closer inspection, you notice the ball is floating on a stream of air blowing out of the cone.

Math and motion come into play in exhibits like Mercator Your Face and Square Wheels. 

Mercator Your Face uses principles of map making to show how familiar images – in this case,

(more)

your face – can be distorted by the mathematics of map projection. And how can you effortlessly roll square wheels? Curves and bumps combine with math in Square Wheels to make it possible! 

Illusion is explored in Angel Columns and other perception-bending exhibits. Angel Columns features several full-sized, three-dimensional architectural columns against a dark wall. Look carefully at the spaces between the columns rather than the columns themselves. Suddenly you “see” human figures formed by the background. Some of the other exhibits included in this round are Disappearing Act, Turbulent Orb, Talking in Circles, Strobe Fountain and Hyperbolic Slot. All will be on display through Spring 2002.

Understanding the importance of engaging, educational exhibits, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History entered into a partnership with the Exploratorium. In 1999, the Museum became the first U.S. site outside of San Francisco, and the second museum worldwide, to display Exploratorium exhibits. The Exploratorium also has a partnership with the Exploradome in Paris, France, and recently entered into partnerships with five additional U.S. science centers and one in Valencia, Spain. Founded in 1969 by Dr. Frank Oppenheimer, the museum has been described as “a learning lab open to the public,” and has in international reputation for providing innovative, interactive learning for all ages.

The Fort Worth Museum of Science and History is located at 1501 Montgomery Street in Fort Worth’s Cultural District. The museum’s exhibits are open Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday Noon to 5:30 p.m. Exhibit admission is $6.50 for adults, $5.50 for seniors, and $4.50 for children 3-12. Children under 3 are admitted free. For more information call 817/255-9300 or go to www.fortworthmuseum.org.

# # #

Established in 1941 as the Fort Worth Children’s Museum, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History provides hundreds of programs aimed at engaging children and families in learning. The museum features four core exhibit galleries; a special exhibit hall; DinoDig®, an outdoor dig; the Omni Theater, showing IMAX® films, the Noble Planetarium; KIDSPACE®; Museum School®; and Museum Camp-ins. Since the mid-1980s the Museum annually welcomes over 1 million visitors, making it the most popular cultural attraction in North Texas. 

To download photographic images of ExploraZone, please go to www.fortworthmuseum.org. For additional materials, contact Carol Murray at 817/255-9408 or email cmurray@fwmsh.org.

