FOURTH ROUND OF EXPLORAZONE ACTIVITIES OPEN JUNE 14
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Fort Worth Museum of Science and History Offers Fourth Round of ExploraZone® Activities

FORT WORTH (TX) – A large, metal spring is positioned inside a box before you. You reach in to touch it, but it’s not there! Where is the spring and why can’t you grasp it? Is it magic or simply science at work? Find out through an all-new set of ExploraZone® activities opening June 14, 2002, at the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History.

The innovative exhibit includes 30 new hands-on activities designed to make science, math, and technology engaging, exciting, and fun. This newest set of ExploraZone exhibits focuses on light and reflection, structures and resonance, and the properties of spinning things and is the fourth installment from the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History and the Exploratorium in San Francisco. 

The elusive spring in Touch the Spring illustrates the effects of light and mirrors on what our eyes can see. A large concave spherical mirror actually forms an image of the steel spring that is concealed under the platform. A diagram in the exhibit locates the real object and shows how light is reflected from the actual spring to the eye.

(more)

The Anti-Gravity Mirror demonstrates how difficult it is to tell a mirror image from a real object. Float in the air, become the size of a toothpick, or make your head disappear. The mirror makes the impossible possible! Want to know what it’s like to be in a kaleidoscope? Venture into the three large mirrors of Duck into Kaleidoscope and create a crowd or look into infinity. Then put yourself in another’s shoes – or face – and mix your reflection with that of another person in Everyone is You and Me. 

Structures and resonance come into play in exhibits like Round Arch Bridge and Fluttering Bridge. At Round Arch Bridge, you’re invited to build an arched bridge out of angled blocks that vividly illustrate the differences between arched and flat bridge structures. Test your building abilities by walking across the bridge. Build it incorrectly and you may not make it across!

Fluttering Bridge, modeled after the Tacoma Narrows Bridge collapse in Tacoma, Washington, lets you adjust the speed and flow of air blowing on a rubber bridge. As you change the bridge’s structure, you can see how the bridge responds to its resonance with the air. Footage of the actual Tacoma Narrows Bridge collapse can be viewed at a companion kiosk that further explains the effects of resonance.

Angular momentum and the properties of spinning things are explored in components such as Momentum Machine.  Start by standing on a freely rotating circular platform. Give a slight push and you’re off spinning. You’ll soon find that the straighter you stand, the faster you’ll go! When you’ve had enough, throw your arms out and you’ll start to slow down thus illustrating how angular momentum depends on the distance of mass to the axis of rotation. Coriolis Fountain, Satellite Orbit Simulator, and the ever popular and chaotic Tornado tube also explore the properties of spinning. 

(more)

Understanding the importance of engaging, educational exhibits, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History entered into a partnership with the Exploratorium in 1999. As a result, the Museum became the first U.S. site outside of San Francisco and the second museum worldwide to display Exploratorium exhibits. The Exploratorium now has partnerships with five additional U.S. science centers, two in Europe, one in Mexico, and one in Beijing, China. Founded in 1969 by Dr. Frank Oppenheimer, the Exploratorium has been described as “a learning lab open to the public,” and has an international reputation for providing innovative, interactive learning for all ages.

All of the new ExploraZone components will be on display through Spring 2003. The Fort Worth Museum of Science and History is located at 1501 Montgomery Street in Fort Worth’s Cultural District. The museum’s exhibits are open Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday Noon to 5:30 p.m. Exhibit admission is $7 for adults, $6 for seniors 60+, and $5 for children 3-12. Children under 3 are admitted free. For more information call 817/255-9300 or go to www.fortworthmuseum.org.

# # #

Established in 1941 as the Fort Worth Children’s Museum, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History provides hundreds of programs aimed at engaging children and families in learning. The museum features four core exhibit galleries; a special exhibit hall; DinoDig®, an outdoor dig; the Omni Theater, showing IMAX® films, the Noble Planetarium; KIDSPACE®; Museum School®; and Museum Camp-ins. Since the mid-1980s the Museum annually welcomes over 1 million visitors, making it the most popular cultural attraction in North Texas. 

To download photographic images of ExploraZone, please go to www.fortworthmuseum.org. For additional materials, contact Carol Murray at 817/255-9408 or email cmurray@fwmsh.org.

