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Fort Worth Museum of Science and History Offers All-New Round of ExploraZone® Activities

FORT WORTH (TX) – Try your skill at basketball while wearing prism glasses. Slice up a recording of your voice and listen to the pieces. See what happens to the picture on a color TV when you hold a magnet to the screen. (Don’t try this at home!) These intriguing experiences and more await you in an all-new set of ExploraZone® activities opening June 14, 2003, at the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History.

The innovative exhibit includes 38 new hands-on activities designed to make science, math, and technology engaging, exciting, and fun. This newest set of ExploraZone activities focuses on visual perception, thought and language, electricity, and magnetism. It is the fifth in a series of exhibits from the Museum’s partnership with the Exploratorium in San Francisco. What you see, or rather what you think you see, is the common theme throughout the activities.

In Hoop Nightmares, you shift your visual field by wearing prism glasses, making it difficult to shoot baskets on target. However, after a few practice shots, your eye-brain connection adapts to the shift and you’re a pro again. Take off the glasses and you once more lose your aim until your brain can readjust.

Cheshire Cat illustrates what can happen when each eye sees a completely different image. Here you look through a viewer at a friend’s face with one eye while the other eye looks at a white screen. By quickly sweeping your hand over the white screen, you divert your brain’s attention, causing your friend’s face to disappear for a moment. 

(more)

Have you ever wondered why it’s sometimes hard to communicate? You might find the answer by analyzing your voice in the Speech Dissector. Record your voice, slice it up, and listen to the pieces. Or play it backwards. For more fun, memorize the sound of a word played backwards, record yourself saying the reversed word, and play it backwards to recreate the original word!

Some ExploraZone activities are not to be tried at home! For example, in Color TV & Magnetism, hold up a magnet to a television screen. The magnetic field distorts the flow of electrons to the screen to create bands of color that bend and follow the pull of the magnet. Simpler magnetic properties are illustrated in Black Sand and Floating in Copper. 

Seeking engaging, educational exhibits, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History entered into a partnership with the Exploratorium in 1999. At the time, the Museum became the first U.S. site outside of San Francisco and the second museum worldwide to collaborate with the Exploratorium. The Exploratorium now has partnerships with seven U.S. science centers, two in Europe, one in Mexico, and one in Beijing, China. Founded in 1969 by Dr. Frank Oppenheimer, the Exploratorium has been described as “a learning lab open to the public,” and has an international reputation for providing innovative, interactive learning for all ages.

The new ExploraZone components will be on display through May 30, 2004. The Fort Worth Museum of Science and History is located at 1501 Montgomery Street in Fort Worth’s Cultural District. The museum’s exhibits are open Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Exhibit admission is $7 for adults, and $5 for children 3-12 and seniors 60+. Children under 3 are admitted free. For more information call 817/255-9300 or go to www.fortworthmuseum.org.

# # #

Established in 1941 as the Fort Worth Children’s Museum, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History provides hundreds of programs aimed at engaging children and families in learning. The museum offers hands-on  traveling and permanent exhibits; the Omni Theater, showing IMAX® films; the Noble Planetarium; and Museum School® for preschool and elementary school-aged children. Since the mid-1980s the Museum annually welcomes over 1 million visitors, making it one of the most popular cultural attractions in North Texas. 

