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All-New ExploraZone® Exhibit
Will Have Visitors Coming Back for More

FORT WORTH (TX) – If you’re one of those people who can spend hours following the rhythmic motion of ocean waves or the back-and-forth movement of steel balls on a desk toy, you’ll be mesmerized by the pendulums and other components of the new ExploraZone® exhibit opening June 12, 2004, at the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History.

The interactive exhibit, designed to make science, math and technology engaging, exciting and fun, features 39 all-new hands-on activities from San Francisco’s Exploratorium. This newest ExploraZone exhibit, the sixth installment from the Museum’s partnership with the Exploratorium, focuses on force and motion, energy transformation, and vision and perception. 

The back-and-forth motion of the exhibit’s many pendulums may make your head spin, but they do an excellent job of demonstrating concepts of motion, potential and kinetic energy, and gravity. Pendulum Snake is reminiscent of a Newton’s Cradle – the popular desktop toy that illustrates motion through five suspended steel balls -- but on a much larger, wackier scale. Ten brass weights hang from strings of different lengths. Put them in motion and they appear to move together, first in a line, then as a snake. But wait! The motion eventually becomes seemingly random. You have to keep watching to see if the mesmerizing pendulum’s rhythm returns.
The Relative Motion Pendulum also keeps you guessing. A pendulum swings above a table. The table is a second pendulum that swings at right angles to the first pendulum. Get both pendulums moving then try to create a straight line or perfect circle. You may not be sure which direction you’re going!

(more)

Other properties of motion are illustrated through the Lariat Chain. Lariat Chain is a kinetic sculpture that uses a long chain hanging from a spinning, motorized bicycle wheel to demonstrate standing wave motion. When the continuously moving chain is disturbed, it ripples and undulates in unexpected patterns. Left alone, the chain dances in fascinating motion. 
If you see it with your own eyes, it must be true, correct? Not always in ExploraZone! Perception and reaction time can affect what you see. Slow Blue shows how your eyes respond to different colors. Three colored lights project small dots of red, blue, and green onto a screen. Move the spots back and forth by a handle. Although all three spots move together at the same rate, your eyes perceive the blue spot as lagging behind the red and green spots. 

While Slow Blue presents an optical illusion, Velvet Hands offers a “touch illusion.” Your brain is fooled into thinking you’re feeling the soft texture of velvet when, in reality, you’re stroking steel wire.

Seeking engaging, educational exhibits, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History entered into a partnership with the Exploratorium in 1999. At that time, the Museum became the first U.S. site outside of San Francisco and the second museum worldwide to collaborate with the Exploratorium. The Exploratorium now has partnerships with 12 science centers in the United States, Europe, Mexico, and China. Founded in 1969 by Dr. Frank Oppenheimer, the Exploratorium has been described as “a learning lab open to the public,” and has an international reputation for providing innovative, interactive learning for all ages.

The new ExploraZone components will be on display through June 6, 2005. The Museum is located at 1501 Montgomery Street in Fort Worth’s Cultural District. Exhibit hours are Mon – Thurs 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Fri - Sat 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Exhibit admission is $7 for adults, and $5 for children 3-12 and seniors 60+. Children under 3 are admitted free. For more information call 817/255-9300 or go to www.fortworthmuseum.org.
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