ALL-NEW EXPLORAZONE ACTIVITIES OPEN JUNE 18
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All-New ExploraZone® Exhibit
invites hands-on fun with sound, music and color

FORT WORTH (TX) – If you’re one of those people who are mesmerized by strange sounds and echoes, you’ll be fascinated by the Giant Guitar String, Echo Tube and other components of the new ExploraZone® exhibit opening June 18, 2005 at the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History.

The interactive exhibit, designed to make science, math and technology engaging, exciting and fun, features 32 all-new hands-on activities from San Francisco’s Exploratorium. This newest ExploraZone exhibit, the seventh installment from the Museum’s partnership with the Exploratorium, focuses on sound, music, color, energy, waves and resonance. 
Here’s a sampling of the exhibit’s new activities:
Aurora shows how reflections are created by both the shape of light and the shape of the reflector, a large curved sheet of brushed stainless steel. The ridges in the steel act like tiny mirrors, each reflecting an image. When all the images add up, they blend into a single image that resembles a dazzling ribbon of light.

The Colored Shadows Wall allows guests to discover the colors hidden in white light. Red, green and blue spotlights shine on a wall. The wall is white because red, blue and green light combine to make white light. As you walk between the lights and the wall, your body casts three different shadows. Wherever a shadow blocks one color of light, the other two colors combine to produce a new complementary color. By standing close enough to the wall, six different colors are created, as well as black and white.
In Listening Vessels, guests will sit opposite each other, 50 feet apart, at two large parabolic reflectors which act as mirrors to reflect sound from one to the other. Each visitor will clearly hear the other’s voice, even at a very low decibel, in spite of the distance separating the vessels.
Musically-minded guests will want to tug on the Giant Guitar String to create different wave patterns, revealing resonances, nodes and antinodes as the waves reflect off the fixed end of the 100-foot rope. 

Other properties of motion are illustrated through the Lariat Chain. Lariat Chain is a kinetic sculpture that uses a long chain hanging from a spinning, motorized bicycle wheel to demonstrate standing wave motion. When the continuously moving chain is disturbed, it ripples and undulates in unexpected patterns. Left alone, the chain dances in fascinating motion. 
Seeking engaging, educational exhibits, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History entered into a partnership with the Exploratorium in 1999. At that time, the Museum became the first U.S. site outside of San Francisco and the second museum worldwide to collaborate with the Exploratorium. The Exploratorium now has partnerships with 12 science centers in the United States, Europe, Mexico, and China. Founded in 1969 by Dr. Frank Oppenheimer, the Exploratorium has been described as “a learning lab open to the public,” and has an international reputation for providing innovative, interactive learning for all ages.

The new ExploraZone components will be on display through May, 2006. The Museum is located at 1501 Montgomery Street in Fort Worth’s Cultural District. Exhibit hours are Mon – Thurs 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Fri - Sat 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Exhibit admission is $7 for adults, and $6 for children 3-12 and seniors 60+. Children under 3 are admitted free. For more information call 817/255-9300 or go to www.fortworthmuseum.org.
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For digital images of ExploraZone, please contact Carolyn Sedinger at Sedinger@fwmsh.org.
